FIRST OVER EVEREST
stone splendours of Imperial Delhi, set amongst the seven cities
of the past.
"To the airman's eye New Delhi possesses a real splendour of
its own, hidden perhaps from those who only see Lutyens' work
from the ground-level. Impressed with its majesty we flew
around it to enjoy the spectacle of the vast avenue stretching
towards the Arch of Victory and the great colonnaded domes
of the Viceroy's house. Save for a slight ground haze, the air had
the pellucid clarity of springtime in Northern Hindustan. We
enjoyed the rare spectacle, at the same time taking in the weird
pillar of the Kutab, the castellated red walls of the Mogul forts,
the tempered grey of the ancient lichened stones of Purana Kila,
the monochrome of the Jumna's sandbanks all forming a setting
for the fresh clean lines of the new city. The observers went hard
at it with plate and film, nor did they regret their efforts.
"At last it was time to land to be greeted by our friends of the
Delhi Flying Club on the aerodrome hard by the domes of
Humayun.
"The Viceroy has done much to lead modern India into the
air and it is largely due to him and to Lady Willingdon that the
cult of flying is spreading so rapidly amongst the princes.
"Next morning we left our land hosts, in the chilly dawn, on
the last section of our long flight from Heston and Croydon.
These early morning flights were calm and smooth in the
extreme. Not until the day was well advanced did we feel those
unpleasantly disconcerting heat 'bumps' which mar the pleasure
of long flights in the East. We decided to enjoy the present and
to dismiss from our minds the bumps which were to come. The
landscape was new and entirely fresh. Gone were the olive-clad
heights of South Europe, the yellow deserts of Arabia and Per-
sia, and the brown hills of Rajputana. We were over the real
Hindustan—the basin of the Ganges and the Jumna, the prize of
innumerable conquerors, from Alexander of Macedon to the
Moguls.
"For untold centuries these plains have been the cockpit of
Southern Asia, where Scythian, Macedonian, Bactrian, Rajput,

